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BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
January 10, 2021 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE      “What a Friend We Have in Jesus/ How Great Thou Art” 
                                                                                                      arr. Cindy Berry 
 

GREETING                                                                                Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The Spirit of God swept over the face of the waters; 
then God said: Let there be light, and God saw that it was good. 
At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus was baptized by John. 
The heavens opened, and the Spirit descended like a dove; 
then God said: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
      God of heaven and earth,  

we gather in the name of Jesus to hear your holy Word 
and to be immersed in your Spirit. 
Speak to us with grace and truth and pour out your love upon us 
so that this temple may resound with joyful shouts of glory; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN       “This Is My Father's World”                  # 293    

 This is my Father’s world, And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father’s world: Oh, let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world, The battle is not done: 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and Heaven be one. 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                      Worship Leader 
A prophet appeared in the wilderness, calling the people to repent, be baptized, and prepare the 
way of the Lord.  We return to the water to confess our sins, giving thanks for the grace of 
Jesus Christ, the one who has come to save us. 

 

 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
God of all glory, you look from heaven and see us as we are— 
not worthy to kneel at your feet, not ready to welcome your way. 
Forgive us, gracious God.  In Christ, stoop down to save us; loosen the ties that bind us to 
sin and set us free to love and serve you; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)                          Worship Leader 
Hear the good news of the gospel:  As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so God says to each 
of us: 
You are my beloved child, and with you I am well pleased. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

                                       Please be seated  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                              
 Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—  

tear open the veil of heaven and speak to us as beloved children so that we may hear and 
believe the good news of your Word made flesh, 

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                        Gen 1:1-5                           Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                     “Dancing Waters”                          Lee Evans 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                              
 

SECOND READING                  Acts 19:1-7    
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse                
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and 
the  dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

 



 
*HYMN                  “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized”                 #70           

Christ, when for us you were baptized God’s Spirit on you came, 
As peaceful as a dove, and yet As urgent as a flame. 
 

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, Your cross on us be signed, 
That likewise in God’s service, we May perfect freedom find. 

 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP                                               Mark Zacheis 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
The earth belongs to God, our creator; every good thing is a gift from the Lord.  Let us glorify 
God through the gifts of our lives. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                   “Tranquil Sea After the Storm”               Lee Evans 
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We give you thanks, O God, for every blessing and spiritual gift you have poured out 
upon us.  Let the gifts of our lives be a source of blessing in your world, all to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                          “Baptized in Water”                         #492 
Baptized in water, Sealed by the spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; Heirs of salvation, 
Trusting his promise, Faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Marked with the sign of  Christ, our King; 
Born of the Spirit, we are God’s children,  
Joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

*CHARGE 
Go forth in the light and love of God, giving glory to God in all that you do. 

 
*BLESSING 

Beloved children of God (Spirit, Son, and Father), all the blessings of heaven are yours. 
Alleluia! 

 
*POSTLUDE                                        “Credo”                                       Haydn 
    
 
                                                  * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
 
MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

The choir continues rehearsing online, Thursday night at 8 pm. 
 

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the piano are 
visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the driveway-side aisle are not 
visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 
 
 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
scan the QR code: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Presbyterian Church is a connectional one, connected to other Presbyterian churches by similar faith and 
government.   The Per Capita is a fee that our church pays to be part of that connection.  The Per Capita goes 
to supporting the work of Hudson River Presbytery, The Synod of the Northeast, and the General 
Assembly.  This year our church’s fee is $38.83 per member, for a total of just under $3,000.  Our church will 
be writing a check for this.  Our hope is that each of our members will willingly contribute the $38.80.  Use 
the first envelope in your box or write Per Capita on your check. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


