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December 6, 2020 

 
Please remember that only Sue Rentz is singing, masked and behind a screen, in order to make our worship 
service safer. 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                          “Christmas Sonatina”                       Carl Reinecke 
GREETING Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT              “Creation Will Be At Peace”                    Anna Laura Page 
                                                NHPC Choir 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH        
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Worship Leader 
Surely God’s salvation is at hand for those who fear him that his glory may dwell in our land.  
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky.  
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 

Loving God, your glory fills the skies, yet becomes small enough for a feed-trough.  We 
praise you for this time of preparation as we remember Christ’s first coming, and look 
forward to his coming again at the end of history.  Receive our worship, for we pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                            “Gabriel’s Message”                                     #16 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
His wings as drifted snow his eyes as flame 
"All hail" said he "thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emanuel, the Christ was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
"Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Scripture tells us that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Let us confess our 
sins before God and one another. 

 



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 

God of rest, we are a busy people.  Often our business is not your business.  Teach us to 
take time to breathe, to look at our lives and see the clutter.  Give us your grace to let go 
of those things that keep us from offering you our hearts.  Help us make room for you.  
In the name of Jesus, who had no place to lay his head, we pray.  Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                Worship Leader 
Sin's debt, that fearful burden, let not your souls distress; 
your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by his grace. 
He comes, for all procuring the peace of sin forgiv'n, 
for all God's folk securing their heritage in heav'n.  

                                                           
                                                Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                     Worship Leader 
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  
May your righteousness go before God and prepare a pathway for the Lord.  Let us offer 
our lives and labor to God and fulfill our vows to the Most High. 

     
FIRST READING                        Isaiah 54:1-3                      Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC       “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”        French carol 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                            Luke 1:26-38 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                        Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father , God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 

 



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

*HYMN                         “People, Look East”    vs. 1 and 3                          #12 
People, look east. The time is near Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,  
Guard the nest that must be filled.  
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.  
People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

 

MINUTE FOR THE DEACONS:    “Warm Their Soles”   Sock Drive 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only. 

OFFERTORY          “Whence Comes This Rush of Wings?”       Cesar Franck 
  

*DOXOLOGY  #592 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of Christ your steadfast love and faithfulness 
have met and your righteousness and peace have kissed.  May the gifts we offer this day 
lift up those in need  
and prepare the way of your salvation. Amen. 

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us open our hearts. 
We open them to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God. 
It is right to lift up thanks and praise. 
Great Deliverer, how wondrous are your deeds!  You created the world and all that is in it.  With 
a mighty arm you parted the waters  and led your people to liberation.  When we were in 
exile, you gathered us up in your bosom and led us home like a mother sheep.  When we were 
mistreating our own, you sent prophets to set us right.  You pulled down the arrogant and lifted 
up the weak.  And when the time was right, you sent Jesus to set us free.  Now send us again 
your life-giving Spirit and recharge your promise within us, for we are eagerly awaiting our 
Savior to come again from heaven. 
Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest! 



So with gratitude and expectation we remember that Jesus took bread, blessed, broke, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, This is my body, given for you. So also we remember that Jesus took 
the cup, saying,  
This is the new covenant of love and grace poured out for you and for many.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
Now, as we wait for him to come again, O God, stir up your power and restore us by sending 
your Holy Spirit to infuse us with hope in the great mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
All glory and honor are yours, eternal God, through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.   
Hear us as we lift to you the concerns of our hearts… 

Our Father…. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN             “I Come with Joy”   verse 1and 5               #507    
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free; 
in awe and wonder to recall His life laid down for me,  
His life laid down for me. 
 

Together met, together bound, we'll go our different ways; 
and as is people in the world, we'll live and speak His praise.  
We’ll live and speak His praise. 

 

*CHARGE 
 

*BLESSING 
May faithfulness spring up from the ground and righteousness look down from heaven as you 
walk in the way of peace, and may the blessing of God, Eternal Majesty, Living Word, and 
Holy Comforter, be with you now and always.   

  

*POSTLUDE            “Children Playing Around the Christmas Tree”               Vladimir Rebikov 
                                                                                                    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
  
 

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

The choir continues rehearsing online, Thursday night at 8 pm. 
 

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the 
piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the 
driveway-side aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

   


