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CHRISTMAS EVE 
December 24, 2020 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME FOR SILENT MEDITATION                                      7:45-8 PM 
PRELUDE                “Semplice”     Gwyneth Walker         

“A Medley of Carols” 
 

GREETING Lay Leader 
 WELCOME 
INTROIT           “Let Us Go to Bethlehem”                Spanish-American carol 
                                       NHPC Choir 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader 
 Do not be afraid; for see—  
 I am bringing you good news of great joy. 
 To us is born this day in the city of David 
 a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
 This will be a sign for you: 
 you will find a child wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. 
 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace! 
 Let us go now to Bethlehem. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                            
 
*OPENING PRAYER 

Living God, on this holy night we gather— 
to stand with shepherds, amazed at your glory; 
to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work; 
to wait with Joseph, trusting in your promise; 
to sit with Mary, cradling your love. 
May the good news of this night inspire us 
to tell the world of our great joy: 
for to us is born a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
Glory and praise to you forever! Amen. 



*OPENING HYMN              “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”                 #31            
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King! 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die; 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King! 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION  

In Jesus Christ our Lord the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
to all. With confidence and joy, let us confess our sin. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Great and glorious God,  
through Jesus Christ our Savior you have shown us 
that the blessed age of grace has appeared 
and the hoped-for time of salvation has come. 
Yet we cling to the glories of the present age— 
worldly passions and impious pursuits, 
self-indulgent, crooked, and ungodly ways. 
Redeem us from evil and cleanse us from sin, 
through Christ, who gave himself for us, 
so that we might be your people, holy and whole. Amen. 

 
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Hear this good news of great joy: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) Lay Leader 
Loving God, by the gift of your Spirit, teach us, like Mary, to treasure 
your words and ponder them in our hearts; through Jesus Christ, your 
Word made flesh. Amen. 

  

FIRST READING                    Isaiah 9:2-7                    Worship Leader 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 

ANTHEM                    “Before the Marvel of This Night”              Carl Schalk 
 

SECOND READING      Luke 2:1-14 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON                                                                  Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of 
the Father , God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and 
is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds 
from the Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              

 



*HYMN                                 “Still, Still, Still”                                        #47 
 Still, still, still, He sleeps this night so chill! 
 The Virgin’s tender arms enfolding,  
 Warm and safe the Child are holding. 
 Still, still, still, He sleeps this night so chill. 
 
 Sleep, sleep, sleep, He lies in slumber deep  
 While angel hosts from heaven come winging, 
 Sweetest songs of joy are singing. 
 Sleep, sleep, sleep, He lies in slumber deep. 

   
 (The Congregation may be seated after the Hymn) 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory that is due; bring an offering, and come into 
God’s house. Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before God, all 
the earth. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
 

OFFERTORY                                    “O Holy Night”                                     Adolphe Adam 
                                                  Jane Craig Sebok: French horn 
  

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received. 
PRAYER CARDS    Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only.  
*DOXOLOGY  #592 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
We give you thanks, Holy One,  
for the world of wonder you have made— 
forest and field, and sky, 
and for the gift of grace that you have given— 
a little child, lying in a manger. 
Receive these gifts of tenderness and love, of gratitude and praise, 
and use them for your glory; in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the child of Bethlehem, we pray. Amen. 

 

 



THE COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
In every time and in every place, 
it is right that we should give you thanks and honor, 
for you shelter your people from age to age. 
You came to us as a brother and a friend, 
in a likeness we could recognize as one of our own, 
showing us the face of the Most High God. 
Through the centuries, your witnesses have taught and proclaimed your 
Word, giving shape to the truth that your promises are sure 
and your presence everlasting. 
In communion with all the saints, with angels and shepherds, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy God, 
author of time, one among us, breath of our bodies, you are as close to us as 
skin and infinite as stars. You came to us as Jesus of Nazareth, carpenter and 
rabbi, who on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying, 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim today the Lord’s blessing, present in our time just as in ages past, 
building the communion of saints even from our own bodies. 
Bless us with your presence, and give us here a foretaste of the feast to come.  
Amen. Our Father… 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let your Holy Spirit infuse our hearts and minds with joy 
so that we may live to praise you, O God, 
holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN               “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                #60 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin Mother and Child! Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE        “Winter’s Snow”           Roy Ringwald 
*POSTLUDE                  “Joy Has Dawned”                  Getty and Townend           
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
WELCOME to our visitors this evening!  Thank you for worshipping with us. 
We are glad you were able to be here and look forward to seeing you again.  Our regular 
Sunday worship service begins at 11 AM.  We will have a virtual service only on December 
27, sponsored by the Hudson River Presbytery, at 11 AM. 
 
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or scan the QR code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 

The office will be closed until January 4th. 
 
 

 
All of us at the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 
       Wish you a most joyous and blessed Christmas, 
                  and a happy and healthy New Year! 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
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