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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 25, 2020 
 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                  “Music of Bartok, Kabalevsky and Rebikoff” 
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Worship Leader 
 Jesus said:  
 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
 and with all your soul, 
 and with all your mind, 
 and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 On these two commandments hang all of the law and the prophets. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                          
 God of creation, 
 you have made us to be nourished in your care, 
 and you test us so that we will turn again and again toward your gifts. 
 Show us how to love our neighbors and ourselves, 
 and teach us to delight in your law 
 so that we will know the way of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
 In the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior, we pray. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”            #210    
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 
 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guard while life shall last, And our eternal home! 

  
*CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 

Let us speak the truth about ourselves to our neighbors and to God, 
acknowledging what we have done and what we have left undone. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    
 Your holiness, O God, commands that we confess: 
 We have neither loved our neighbors as ourselves 
 nor honored ourselves as your beloved creation. 
 We have judged unjustly, regarded others ungenerously, 
 profited at the losses of those near and distant, 
 borne grudges, desired vengeance, 
 and kept silence in the face of wrongdoing. 

We long to live in accord with your desire that your way of compassion, kindness, and 
honesty will govern our hearts and minds, 



 turning us toward lives of peace. Forgive us and lead us. Amen. 
 
*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
Brothers and sisters, the Holy One who promises forgiveness to those 
who seek the good hears your confession. As the crucified and risen child of God, your 
Redeemer fully knows your sorrow and your desire for reconciled relationships. You are 
forgiven. 
In that promise is the power to love your neighbors and yourselves 
as beloved of God who created all that exists. Amen. 
 
                                                            Please be seated  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Come, Holy Spirit, in the Word of God, as the breath of life, amidst your people gathered 
here, into our hearts and minds. 

 Stir us to know the happiness of life in your blessings. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                   Leviticus 19:1-18                    Worship Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC         “Nearer, My God, To Thee”          Adams and Mason 
 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH      Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse        
                    
SECOND READING                   Matthew 22:34-40  

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON   “Love is a Jump rope”         Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 



 
*HYMN               “What Does the Lord Require of You?”               #405    

What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 
What sacrifice, desire or tribute bid you bring? 
Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God. 
 

How shall our life fulfill God's law so hard and high? 
Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify. 
Then justly, in mercy, we'll humbly walk with God. 

 
MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP                                                Karen Martin 
 
MINUTE FOR THANKSGIVING BASKETS                                Pam Fink 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

With thanksgiving for the bounty of this earth, the work we have been given to do, the joy of 
sharing so that others may also live, we gather our gifts at this time, loving our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                         “More Love to Thee”               William Doane 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found on the cover page. 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
 Generous and life-giving God, you made your people in your image, 
 sent your Son to be the face of your healing love in our midst, 
 and promised through the Holy Spirit your guidance and power. 

We thank you for the ways in which your people have cared for each of us. We thank you 
for the ability to give for the sake of others. 
We ask your blessing on these offerings that through them the needs of this world can be 
met. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN          “Help Us Accept Each Other”                 #358     
 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
 Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
 Be present, Lord, among us and Bring us to believe: 
 We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
  
 Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, 
 Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
 We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: 
 Renew us with Your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 
 
 



 
*CHARGE 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind . . .and your neighbor as yourself. 

 
*BLESSING 

Blessed are you, O sisters and brothers, for you shall be holy, as the Lord your God is holy, 
living in peace by trusting in the promises of God. 

 
*BENEDICTION                  
*POSTLUDE                             “Morning Song”                         Mendelssohn 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
 
MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 

Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

The choir continues rehearsing online, Thursday night at 8 pm. 

 
Habitat for Humanity is now working on a house project in Hillburn, NY. They need 
volunteers to help! If interested please visit their website at www.habitatrockland.org or 
call 845 354 ‐ 5635 
for their schedule. 
 
Thanksgiving is about a month away and that means Thanksgiving Baskets time.  Despite the 
pandemic we still plan to run usual food drive for the less fortunate.  Given the pandemic, we 
expect the demand will be larger than ever before.  Inside this bulletin is the shopping list.  As 
in the past, we ask that you shop for each item on the list and bring your items to church on 
November 15 (please wait to bring the turkey and bread until November 22).  If you are unable 
to shop but can make a monetary contribution, we will shop for you.  The suggested amount is 
$40 per basket and we will gratefully accept whatever you can give.  This year’s goal is 40 
baskets.  The greeters will have the sign‐up sheet. 
 
Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the 
piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the 
driveway-side aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

   


