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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

October 4, 2020 
 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                     “Song C” Bruce Hornsby 
                                 “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” Redman and Myrin 
 

GREETING                                                                                                      Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                                         Worship Leader 
 Sing to the Lord, whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting! 
 But how can we sing the Lord’s song when so many are without? 
 Sing to the Lord, whose faithfulness renews us every morning! 
 But how can we sing the Lord’s song when so many are gone? 
 Sing to the Lord, who has not forgotten the melodies of salvation! 
 Let us remember the joy of the Lord, and sing a new song together. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                          
Almighty God, even as the drums of warfare beat on through the night, even as the cries of injustice 
linger in the morning, even as the hustle of busyness rumbles through the day, quiet our hearts. Still our 
thoughts. Join us in our worship. Remember us in your mercy as we try to remember you, through the 
proclamation of your good news, in story and in song, and through the hospitality of your gracious table. 
Welcome us again, one Lord, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

*OPENING HYMN                           “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                              #276 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—Great is Thy faithfulness,  Lord, unto me! 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

 *CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 
Great indeed is the faithfulness of God, and yet our hearts are not so reliable. We wander. We argue. We forget. 
We divide ourselves with anger and bitterness and falsehood. Let’s try to come back together again, and let’s 
start with the truth. Let’s confess our sins, to God, and also, to each other.  
  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    
Almighty God, mother of mercy, father of grace: You have called us to one table, but we have pursued our 
own course. You have promised us the abundance of all creation, but in our greed, and in our envy, the 
world goes without. You have promised us the bread of life itself, but in our pride, and in our arrogance, 
the world goes hungry. You have promised us the waters of peace and justice, but in our violence, and in 
our discord, the world goes thirsty. And now we are famished, too, Lord. Have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
again. Transform us, at this table, and for this table, and send us from this table as servants of Your 
righteousness, by the power of your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

 



 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 

Even when our cups run dry, God’s grace overflows. Even when our plates are empty, God’s generosity 
overflows. And even when our hearts feel barren, God’s love overflows. Friends, you have been called and 
claimed by the God of all things, and by the abundance of God’s grace, and by the power of God’s love, your 
sins have been forgiven. Go in peace. Amen.  
 

                                                            Please be seated  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Almighty God, give us ears to hear Your story in these words of Scripture; give us eyes to see Your story 
in the faces of those that surround us; and give us faith enough, that by Your grace, we might serve You 
until the end of our days. Amen.  

 

FIRST READING                                Isaiah 25:6-10a                                Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                         “Let Us Break Bread Together”                          Spiritual 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              
SECOND READING                              Rev. 19:1-11   

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                     
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten of the Father , God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He shall come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.              
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING                                          
 

*HYMN                   “Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread”                               #505 
Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart; 
Savior, abide with us, and spread thy table in our heart. 
 

There sup with us in love divine; thy body and thy blood, 
that living bread, that heavenly wine, be our immortal food. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
  

 



 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                                  “Prelude in C Minor”                                J. S. Bach 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 
*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Dear God, for whom and through whom all things exist, you are the Sovereign of the universe! Yet you 
have named us among your beloved children and call us to live as brothers and sisters of Christ. On this 
World Communion Sunday, we rejoice that you gather us around the Table of your Son, the risen Lord. 
May our offerings reach out to bring hope and grace to our near and distant neighbors, whom you know 
and love. We pray in the most excellent name of Jesus. Amen.  

 

COMMUNION 
Invitation: 
This table is for all of us, near and far, high and low, east and west and north and south. This table is for all of us, 
but it is not our table. It’s not a Presbyterian table. It’s not an American table. It’s God’s table, for all of us, and it’s 
a table of grace. So come and take your place at the table. You are welcome, you are invited, you are called: come, 
let us share this meal together 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, Lord our God, creator and ruler of the 
universe. Even when we were dust, when our story begins in dust, you were there, your word was there, your breath 
into the lifeless void. And upon your word all creation sprang into life. When we were in the wilderness, terrified, 
timid, you were there, your word was there, with manna just enough for today, with water even from the driest 
rock, with the abundant grace upon which our story always rests. 
And when we fell short, slaves to power and greed, you were there, your word was there, on the lips of prophets, 
and in the hearts of servants, in stories of revolution and revelation and liberation, calling us even now to acts of 
courage and witness and peace. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Indeed blessed are you, O Christ, our Lord, for risking yourself 
among us, vulnerable and rejected; for teaching among us, teaching the radical hope of God; teaching grace to a 
world bent on vengeance, teaching love to a world bent on destruction, teaching peace to a world bent on tearing 
itself apart. You were there, your word was there, even to the point of death itself. Even faced with terror and hatred 
and the brokenness of the world, you rose again, to new life, to new creation, to resurrection, that we might know 
something other than the dust, that we might expect something other than the end that we might work for 
something other than ourselves. 
And so you speak to us again, with these abundant gifts of bread and wine, with which we joyfully celebrate your 
dying and rising, as we await the table of the Kingdom yet to come, and as we dedicate ourselves again to you, 
thankful, and transformed, as living and holy sacrifices, that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we 
break together, and the cup we share together, may retell our common stories together and reshape our common 



bonds together, and remember our common grace together, in the communion of the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ, the one in whose life and death you have torn down our divisions. And so may we be one with all who 
share this feast, on this day, of all days, with all your children at every corner of your table. May we share this 
abundant cup with all those who thirst for your justice. May we share this abundant bread with all those who 
hunger for your righteousness, May we be united with every corner of your story, united in hope, united in vision, 
united in purpose, united in ministry in every place.  
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us from this table to be the body of Christ in all the world. Send us with a 
spirit of courage, a spirit of power and love, that we may be witnesses in all creation to the unending story of your 
word breathing life into the dust. Keep us faithful, and fruitful, and hopeful, and peaceful, until we come at last to 
the one table of your Kingdom, to feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm, with you and with your 
Word, through Christ and in Christ, the one who came for us, died for us, and rose for us, the one who prays even 
for us.  Hear us as we lift to you those concerns on our hearts: 
And now we pray in the name of one who first taught us to pray, saying: Our Father...  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in Unison) 
We were called to this table. We were fed at this table. We were united at this table. Now, we are sent from 
this table into all the world.  We go therefore into the world, with courage.  We set a place for all who 
hunger.  We fill the cup of all who thirst. And as we go, May the Spirit of power and love attend us, may the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ uphold us, and may the great faithfulness of our God sustain us, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                      “The Church’s One Foundation”                           #442  

The church's one Foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is His new creation, by water and the Word; 
from heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride; 
with His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 
 

 'Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

 
*BENEDICTION                   
*POSTLUDE                                                “Prayer”                                             Beethoven 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 


