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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 6, 2020 
 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    9:55-10 AM 
PRELUDE "Fantasia"  Tomas de Santa Maria 
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 33) (Responsively)      Worship Leader 
 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous.   
 Praise befits the upright.  
 For the word of the LORD is upright, 
 and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
 He loves righteousness and justice; 
    the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 
 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                           

Holy God, you are great, and we praise you.   
You are just; you are merciful,  
and we come before you in worship this day.   
Bring us nearer to you, that we may give you all honor and glory.  
 In the name of Jesus your son, the beginning and the end, we pray.  Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN       “O, My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer” #223 

O my soul, bless your Redeemer; 
All within me, bless God's Name; 
Bless the Savior, and forget not 
All God's mercies to proclaim; 

God forgives all your transgressions, 
All diseases gently heals; 
God redeems you from destruction, 
And with you so kindly deals. 

*CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 
1 Cor 1: 30 tells us, God is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.  Let us confess our 
sin before God and our neighbors. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    

God, you have commanded us to have nothing in our priorities ahead of you.  Yet all too 
often, family, jobs, the things of day-to-day living tempt us to raise other gods in your 
place.  Forgive us, we pray.  Call us back to our rightful place as your children, and to 
our first loyalty:  Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 



 
*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
What then are we to say about these things?  
If God is for us, who is against us?  
God, who did not withhold the Beloved Son, 
but gave him up for all of us.  
Will God not also give us everything else?  
Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?  
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,  
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
                                                                 Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)                              
God our helper, 
by your Holy Spirit, open our minds 
that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may be led into your truth 
and taught your will, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

FIRST READING Exodus 20:2-6 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  "Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling" Will Thompson 
 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH                             
 

SECOND READING              John 10:1, 9 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (From The Theological Declaration of Barmen) 

(1)  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father, but by me.” 
(John 14:6) 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in 
by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. . .  I am the door; if anyone enters by 
me, he will be saved.” (John 10:1, 9) 
Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which 
we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.  We reject 
the false doctrine, as though the church could and would have to acknowledge as a 



source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God, still other 
events and powers, figures and truths, as God’s revelation. 
(2)  “Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption.” (I Cor. 1:30) 
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way 
and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. 
Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a 
free, grateful service to his creatures.  We reject the false doctrine, as though there 
were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other 
lords—areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification through him. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING Laura Metallo-Bidon  
 
*HYMN “O Word of God Incarnate”  #327 

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
We praise You for the radiance That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, Shines on from age to age. 

The church from You, dear Savior, Received this gift divine, 
And still that light is lifted On all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass That, all life's voyage through, 
Amid the rocks and quicksands, Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 God has showered grace upon grace on us.  Now, let us return to God a portion of 

those financial gifts God has given us. 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY "Bagatelle”  Ludwig van Beethoven 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

We long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth 
and all who hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, 
and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil, 
now is always the time when more good can be done 
and we can make a difference. 
May it be so, through the offering of these gifts 
and the offering of our lives. Amen. (Source: Prayer for Justice and Peace, Iona)  

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” #409 
Wild and lone the prophet's voice Echoes through the desert still, 
Calling us to make a choice, Bidding us to do God's will: 
"Turn from sin and be baptized; Cleanse your heart and mind and soul. 
Quitting all the sins you prized, Yield your life to God's control. 

"Bear the fruit repentance sows: Lives of justice, truth, and love. 
Trust no other claim than those; Set your heart on things above. 
Soon the Lord will come in power, Burning clean the threshing floor: 
Then will flames the chaff devour; Wheat alone shall fill God's store." 

*CHARGE 
Hold fast to what is good; repay no one evil for evil.  Rejoice in hope; be patient in suffering; 
persevere in prayer. 

 
*BENEDICTION                  
 
*POSTLUDE "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" Charles Gounod 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

****Next Sunday, Sept. 13, we return to worship at 10:55 AM.**** 
 

The liturgy for Eucharist, which will be on line directly after worship, can be found at 
https://youtu.be/pIn9toR2v40. 
 
Sunday Bible Study resumes next week, Sept 13, at 12:30. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
 

MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 


