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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 27, 2020 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                                  “Cantabile”                                  C.P.E. Bach 
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                  Worship Leader 
 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, 
     on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
  to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. 
Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                          
 O great and loving God, your wisdom is radiant and unfading,  
 easily discerned by all who seek your way.  
 When faithful men and women live in love and work for justice, 
 heaven breaks into earth. 
 Give us the grace to live confidently and expectantly, 
 trusting that the Lord of history, 
 who has been approaching from all eternity, 

comes into life continually with compassion, redemption, and hope. Amen. 
  
*OPENING HYMN            “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”            #482 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration! 
  

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 

 *CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 
   Let us confess our sins before God and one another.  Let us pray. 
  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    
Lord God, we confess that we are people who are in desperate of a shepherd. 
How we need a shepherd to lead us. To green pastures. To quiet waters. 
Along the path of righteousness.  



How we need a shepherd to protect us.  Through dangerous situations. To a place of rest. 
So that we don’t get overcome and destroyed by our enemies. 
Without a shepherd, we know that we will wander further away from You.   
Left to ourselves we are vulnerable against the world, the flesh and devil.   
Forgive our sin, and free us from the oppression of the Evil One.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
We praise You that there is a shepherd. 
We praise You that You are the shepherd and through faith in your Son, the Lord Jesus, 
You are our shepherd. 
You have gone to great lengths to save us, and Your strong arm is around us to lead us to the 
place of rest.   
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen.  

 

FIRST READING                    II Timothy 2:1-10                 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd”    G. F. Handel 
 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              
                    
SECOND READING                    Ezekiel 34:1-10, 20-22                  

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           From The Theological Declaration of Barmen 

Scripture tells us that, in the as-yet unredeemed world in which the 
church also exists, the State has, by divine appointment, the task of providing for justice 
and peace. [It fulfills this task] by means of the threat and exercise of force, according to 
the measure of human judgment and human ability. The church acknowledges the 
benefit of this divine appointment in gratitude and reverence before Him. It calls to mind 
the Kingdom of God, God’s commandment and righteousness, and thereby the 
responsibility both of rulers and of the ruled. It trusts and obeys the power of the Word 
by which God upholds all things. 
We reject the false doctrine, as though the State, over and beyond its 
special commission, should and could become the single and totalitarian order of human 
life, thus fulfilling the church’s vocation as well.  We reject the false doctrine, as though 
the church, over and beyond its special commission, should and could appropriate the 



characteristics, the tasks, and the dignity of the State, thus itself becoming an organ of the 
State.   [In addition] We reject the false doctrine, as though the church in human 
arrogance could place the Word and work of the Lord in the service of any arbitrarily 
chosen desires, purposes, and plans. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 

MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING                                          
 

*HYMN                 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                    #387 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
 

Early let us seek Thy favor; Early let us do Thy will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Thy love our bosoms fill: 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessed Jesus, oh blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still; 
Blessed Jesus, oh blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                    “Sheep May Safely Graze”                   J. S. Bach 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Lord God, we offer to you only a portion of what you have given us. 
All that we have is from your creative hand. 
All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love. 
All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom. 
Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN    “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”         #423   

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Does its successive journeys run, 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
Blessings abound where’er He reigns; The prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, And all who suffer want are blest. 

 

*CHARGE 
*BENEDICTION                  
*POSTLUDE                           “Cross Currents”                              Lee Evans 


