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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 20, 2020 

 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE                         “A Medley of Hymns”                           arr. C. Berry 
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)  Worship Leader 
(Psalm 103:1-5, 19, 22)                    

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.                    
Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion.  
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                           

O God, you guide the meek in judgment and give light to the godly when it’s dark: Grant 
us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us do; may 
the Spirit of wisdom save us from all false choices. In your light we see light, in your path, 
we do not stumble; we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”               #454 

Blessed Jesus, at Your word we are gathered all to hear You; 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek and love and fear You;  
By your teachings true and holy, Drawn from earth, to love You solely. 
 

Glorious Lord, Yourself impart! Light of Light, from God proceeding,  
Open now our ears and heart, help us by Your Spirit's pleading.  
Hear the cry that we are raising; Hear, and bless our prayers and praising.   

 
 *CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 

We are saved by grace and we are kept by grace. With this confidence and hope, we can go to 
our Lord with bold honesty and make our confession. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    

(Excerpt from Prayer #35, Fifty Prayers by Karl Barth) 
Holy and merciful God, how great is your grace, that you allow us to experience this day 
and that you bring us together here, in order to call on you and hear your comforting and 
admonishing Word … How much vanity, hard-heartedness, and deceit are in our 



thoughts, words, and deeds! …How much error and confusion, how much suffering and 
need there is, here and in all the earth! … You are near to all of us. You call out to all of 
us. Let us take note of this also on this Sunday morning! See to it that what we do here, 
with our praying, singing, preaching, and hearing, may not be in vain, but would be to 
your honor, and the awakening, enlightenment, and elevation of us all, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
Jesus Christ died. Jesus Christ was raised. Jesus Christ ascended to the right hand of God. 
Jesus Christ will come again. Jesus Christ forgives our sins.  
Amen! 
 
                                                            Please be seated  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Holy Spirit, thank you for being present among us. We ask you now to open our hearts, 
eyes, and minds to the wonders and joys of your word. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                        “Give Me Jesus”                         Traditional  
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH        
                                                     “Chew, Chew, Chew, Swallow” 
                    
SECOND READING             Matthew 28:16-20 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  “The Jesus Journey” Dr. Peter T. Johnson 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
                   The Theological Declaration of Barmen: 8.13-8.15 

“Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption.” (I Cor. 1:30)   As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our 
sins, so in the same way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon 
our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this 
world for a free, grateful service to his creatures. We reject the false doctrine, as though 
there were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other 
lords—areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification through him. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING Patty Coar  



 
*HYMN                       “Lead On, O King Eternal”                          #448     
     Lead on, O King eternal, The day of march has come;          
 Henceforth in fields of conquest Thy tents shall be our home: 
 Through days of preparation Thy grace has made us strong, 
 And now, O King eternal, We lift our battle song. 
 

Lead on, O King Eternal: We follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning Where'er Thy face appears; 
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; We journey in its light: 
The crown awaits the conquest; Lead on, O God of might. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                             “Faith”                          Felix Mendelssohn 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                  “Amazing Grace”                             #280   

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see. 
 

’ Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 
*CHARGE 
*BENEDICTION                  
*POSTLUDE                        “Berkshire Blues”                        Randy Weston 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rev. Dr. Peter T. Johnson is married to Joanne. Between them they have 2 sons, 1 daughter, 4 grandsons, and 
one on the way (a granddaughter?). They live in Westtown, NY. Peter is honorably retired (2018). He served 
Denton Presbyterian Church, New Hampton, NY, for fifteen years (’03-’18); Noroton Presbyterian Church, 
Darien CT, for seven years (’96-’03); and Talmadge Hill Community Church, New Canaan, CT, for  nine years 
(’86-’95). Before that, Peter tried out a few other vocations including Head Start Center Coordinator and New 
Jersey Corrections Officer. These days, besides staying safe, staying home, and Zooming with colleagues and 
FaceTiming with family, he is on two HRP committees: COM and COR, the Advisory Board of Interfaith 
Prison Partnership, and the Pastoral Care Board of Garnet Health Medical Center. He loves all kinds of music 
especially the Blues, Classic Rock, and Roots music.  

 
WELCOME VISITORS 
We welcome all visitors. We are glad you were able to be with us today and look forward to seeing you 
again. 
 
MAILING LIST  
If you would like to be on our mailing or phone list please write your name, address, e-mail and/or phone 
number on a Welcome Card, located in the pew or contact us online at NHPCHURCH.ORG home page. 
 
Sunday Bible Study is at 12:30. 
 

The choir continues rehearsing online, Thursday night at 8 pm. 
 
The committee in charge of re-opening safely met on Wednesday, August 12.  They have asked Sue 
Rentz to sing the hymns—with a mask, and at a 20-foot distance from the nearest person—and lead 
the congregational spoken responses.  Unfortunately, we as a congregation are still unable (even 
with our masks on) to sing and keep our neighbors safe.  We do have the joy of listening to Sue’s 
beautiful voice, and this will enhance our experience of praying the hymns as we read them and hear 
them sung. 

Hearing Sue’s voice during the responsive prayers and readings will help folks watching on YouTube 
to keep a rhythm as they worship with us from home. 

Can’t make it to church?  Join us via Livestream on YouTube! Use the link below or just search for “New 
Hempstead Presbyterian Church”   All are advised that the front of the church from the lectern to the 
piano are visible on our livestream. To avoid being seen on the livestream, the pews and the 
driveway-side aisle are not visible.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1uJu-RJ5343dvTGRE7Nt5A 

   
To give online, click on www.nhpchurch.org or 
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