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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 13, 2020 
 

*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 
PRELUDE               “Adagio” George Muffat       “Chaconne” G. F. Handel 
GREETING                                                                               Worship Leader 
 WELCOME 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)                                  Worship Leader 
The word of the Lord is upright, 
and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
He loves righteousness and justice; 
the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
and all their host by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; 
he put the deeps in storehouses. 

 Let us worship God.   
 
*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) Worship Leader                           

Lord, give Your people Your peace that we may shine brightly in a dark world. Grant 
us the courage to live faithfully even in the midst of hard times. Let our fear of You be 
the beginning of wisdom rather than allowing the fear of the world to drive our actions. 
Help us to embrace our heavenly citizenship and live strangely in the midst of a world 
that needs to know You.   
Show Your mercy and heal those who are suffering in Your fallen creation. Most of all 
Lord, come. Restore the world You have made and make all things new. We pray that 
Your will would be done. Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN            “The Church’s One Foundation”              #442 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is His new creation by water and the Word: 
from heav'n He came and sought her to be His holy bride; 
with His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 
  

Yet she on earth has union with the God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 
 

 *CALL TO CONFESSION Worship Leader 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let 
us confess our sin before God and our neighbors. 

 



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)                                    

Almighty Father; we enter your presence confessing the things we try to conceal from you 
and the things we try to conceal from others. We confess the heartbreak, worry, and 
sorrow we have caused, that make it difficult for others to forgive us, the times we have 
made it easy for others to do wrong, the harm we have done that makes it hard for us to 
forgive ourselves. Lord have mercy and forgive us through Christ. Amen. 
  

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) 
The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our 
need, we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey.  Friends, believe the 
good news of the gospel. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Please be seated 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

FIRST READING Psalm 94:16-23 Worship Leader 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                     “Be Still, My Soul”                   Jean Sibelius   
 
A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH                             
 

SECOND READING             Eph. 4:15–16    
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                                     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (From The Theological Declaration of Barmen) 

I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father, but by me. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs 
in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. . .  I am the door; if anyone enters 
by me, he will be saved. 
Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which 
we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.  We reject 
the false doctrine, as though the church could and would have to acknowledge as a 
source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God, still other 
events and powers, figures and truths, as God’s revelation. 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way 
and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. 
Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a 



free, grateful service to his creatures.  We reject the false doctrine, as though there 
were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other 
lords—areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification through him. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 

 
MINUTE FOR PEACEMAKING Janine Kallé  
 
*HYMN                 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”             #316   vs. 1 &3 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me Glows with Thy fire divine. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
PRAYER CARDS   Please share prayer requests on YT comments using first names only  
OFFERTORY                           “Abide with Me”                        W. H. Monk 

If you would like to submit an offering online, use the QR code found in the announcements. 

*DOXOLOGY                                   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

Everlasting Father, thank you that you are the light of the world, guiding our steps on 
your path. Scripture says that the earth is yours, and everything in it. The world and all 
its people belong to you. We recognize everything we have belongs to you. We 
acknowledge that our very lives belong to you. We now offer back to you a portion of 
what you have given us. May God the Father prepare our journey, Jesus the Son guide 
our footsteps and the Holy Spirit watch over us, on every path that we follow. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                            “Live Into Hope”                          #332 

Live into hope of captives freed, Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see The year of God's own jubilee! 
 

Live into hope of captives freed From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release To faith and hope and joy and peace. 

 
*CHARGE 
*BENEDICTION                  
*POSTLUDE         “My Favorite Things”             Rodgers and Hammerstein 
 

 


