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*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “A Medley of Carols”
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “Sing With Joy! The Child Is Born!” Hans Leo Hassler

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
The brightness of God’s light shines upon all the nations.
All are welcomed to the brightness of God’s dawn.
God gathers us from far away and carries us.
With radiant eyes, with rejoicing hearts, we receive the abundance God gives.
We respond in praise.
With our gifts, with our very selves, we worship God.

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
O Lord our God,
your glory shines as far as the east is from the west, from the north to the south,
so that all people may see and be radiant,
so that every heart might thrill and rejoice.
Guide us on our baptismal journey in Christ.
Overwhelm us with the joy of your presence.
May we enter your house and pay homage to him whose infant arms were already
reaching out to the ends of the earth that all might be gathered in.
In your triune name, we pray. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “We Three Kings” v.1-3 #66

*CALL TO CONFESSION
The Gospel of John tells us the basis for our judgment is this:
“The light came into the world, and people loved darkness more than the light,
for their actions are evil.” We confess our sins to God, to whom we have access
through faith in Christ. We come in boldness and confidence, not according to our
merit, but according to God’s grace.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
God of justice, we confess that our actions are evil whenever we remain passive
while others are oppressed;
whenever we guard our own prosperity at the expense of those who are poor;
or when we ignore the cries of those in need of help.
Forgive us, we pray, for hiding in the darkness of this world
more than loving the light of your righteousness made known to us in Jesus Christ.
Judge us with mercy, we pray, and extend your grace to us.
Strengthen our faithfulness to you and to all who are precious in your sight.
We pray in the name of Christ, our Light. Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)
Friends, God is for us and not against us.
For that very reason God sent the Son into the world—
not to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.
We declare the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life in him.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “Gloria Patri” #577

Please be seated

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison) Lay Leader
O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, illuminating the
place where Jesus was, so now may the light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts
and minds as the Word is read and proclaimed.
Guide us again to Christ, and direct us in new paths of faithfulness.
In Christ we pray. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-7 (pgs. 639-640) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Glorious Light” Getty and Hannah

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 2:1-12 (pgs. 835-836)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.



SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) p. 15

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “As With Gladness Men of Old” #63

MINUTE FOR DEACONS Syenni Lucas

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “To Walk in Faith” David Paxton

PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Though we are least among the saints, O God,
still you have given us the gift of your grace that we might share with others
the boundless riches of Christ, and also the resources we hold in trust.
Receive now, we ask, what we have given today.
Use these offerings and use us for your plans and purposes.
We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(using “sins” and “those who sin against us”)

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and our joy, Creator God, to give you thanks and praise.
For in the beginning you created the heavens and the earth.
Out of darkness and chaos, you brought light and order.
You have given life to every living thing and made us in your image, male and female.



Even when we turned away from you, loving darkness rather than light,
you did not turn away from us. You sent prophets to show us the way.
In the fullness of time, you sent your Son to be Immanuel, God with us.
At his birth, the night sky lit up with heavenly host and a guiding star.
Shepherds and magi found their way to you. Women and children, tax collectors and lepers
continued to find their way to you. The darkness of Gethsemane, the cross,
and the grave could not overcome you; for you are the light of the world, shining still.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood
of Christ. In this feast, make us one with you and with each other. Enflame us with your
Spirit, that we may be united in ministry in every place.
Send us, in your marvelous light, into the world, ready to serve others and work for peace.
Hear us as we lift to you our concerns and prayers…
We pray in the triune name of God. Amen.  Our Father…

THE COMMUNION
Members of the congregation are invited to receive and eat the bread individually,
then to hold the cup, so that we may all drink together.  All who have been
baptized, and who trust Jesus as the Christ, are welcome to this table, regardless
of church membership or affiliation.  We offer gluten-free bread and the grape
juice is nonalcoholic.

THE BREAD IS SERVED:
The Bread of Heaven.

THE CUP IS SERVED:
The Cup of Salvation.

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*CLOSING HYMN “We Three Kings” v. 4 &5 #66

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “For Unto Us a Child is Born” John Atterberry
*POSTLUDE “A Joyous Postlude” Edward Broughton


