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BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 12, 2020

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Be Still My Soul” Jean Sibelius

GREETING Lay Leader
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “We Are Marching in the Light of God” South African traditional

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.
In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.
God caused the waters to part so that Israel could
cross from slavery to liberation.
God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.
Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.
Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,
the first person to recognize that he was the Christ.
Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.
God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family. Praise be!

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
God of life and new life, you are splendid and strong!
Your voice thunders above the sound of loud waters.
You sit enthroned above the floods of life.
As Jesus heard you speak to him in his baptism,
may we also hear you calling us your beloved,
through Jesus Christ, your son, our brother. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized” #70

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
Let us be bold and confess our sins, for God is gracious and always ready to
forgive.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
God, you show no partiality,
yet we are not always as tolerant and accepting.
Forgive our intolerance, and help us to see as you see,
that we may be found acceptable in your sight.
through Jesus our Christ. Amen.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to everlasting life.
Thanks be to God!

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Refrain #579
“Gloria Patri”

Please be seated following the Sung Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)
Still-speaking God, as these words from Scripture are read, may it be
to us as if the heavens are opening, and we see your Spirit descending
on us like a dove, revealing your love for us as your daughters and
sons. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 42: 1-9 (pg. 622) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “My Gift for Him” Stan Pethel
Barbara Zacheis: flute

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 3: 13-17 (pg.837)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Responsively)
Q. 1. What is your only comfort, in life and in death?
A. That I belong- body and soul, in life and in death- not to myself but to
my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully
paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the
devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in
heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit
his purpose for my salvation.  Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also
assures me eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him.
Q. 2. How many things must you know that you may live and die in the
blessedness of this comfort?
A. Three.  First, the greatness of my sin and wretchedness.  Second, how I
am freed from all my sins and their wretched consequences.  Third, what
gratitude I owe to God for such redemption.

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTIZM (Responsively)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks.  In countless ways you have
revealed yourself in ages past, and have blessed us with signs of your grace.

We praise you that through the waters of the sea you led your people Israel
out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise.

We praise you for bringing Jesus your son, who for us was baptized in the
waters of the Jordan, and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit.
Through the baptism of his death and resurrection you set us free from the
bondage or sin and death and give us cleansing and rebirth.

We praise you for your Holy Spirit, who teaches us and leads us into all truth,
filling us with a variety of gifts, that we might proclaim the gospel to all
nations and serve you as a royal priesthood.



We rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism, and that by your grace
we are born anew. By your Holy Spirit renew us, that we may be
empowered to do your will and continue forever in the risen life of
Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor,
now and forever. Amen.

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Remember your baptism and be thankful.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “Baptized in Water” #492

MINUTE FOR DEACONS: Warm up the Winter Laura Metallo-Bidon

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
God gives us not only genesis life but the new life born of repentance,
forgiveness, and resurrection. Therefore, with generous hearts, let us give
back a portion of what has already been given to us in our baptismal
covenant with God and each other.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Piece for Organ” Eugene Gigout
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Great, saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism, regardless
of our backgrounds and conditions. Therefore we praise you with our
tithes and offerings. May they join with others to become a mighty
river, bringing your peace and healing to the world. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “Lord, When You Came to Jordan” #71



*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Traditional
*POSTLUDE “The Heavens Declare His Glory” Beethoven


