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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 8, 2019 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 

PRELUDE                                            “Immanuel”                                        Stuart Townend 

GREETING Lay Leader 

 WELCOME 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT                                  “O Come, Lord Jesus”                             Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH       Pauline and Norma Mattis, Bianca Henry 
                                                                          
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader 

Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come, welcomes you to this place. 

As one body, with one voice, we honor and glorify the giver of wisdom,  

counsel, knowledge, and joy.  

Amen. So be it.  

 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison) 

O Root of Jesse, O Peace, stir up your power within us,   

that in this time we may await with abundant expectation 

the fulfillment of your eternal presence in creation, for you live and reign among 

us, Maker, Savior, and Giver of Life, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                       “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                        #5 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us lay before God and one another the distances between us, the impatience, 

idolatries, and lack of compassion that form our confessions this day. 

For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.   

Yet in mercy, God will forgive us and renew us.  
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 

Gracious and welcoming God, have mercy on your people.  

We confess that we do not believe in your incarnation. 

We do not heed your word each day in all that we say and do. 

We do not see our neighbors, families, and friends as beloved children whom you 

have made. In your mercy, forgive us, for we repent of our ways and look to your 

power to heal us and raise us up, so that, at the last, you will gather us to you and 

give us peace. Amen. 

 

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)     
The reign of God has come near; the repentant will be judged with righteousness.  

You are forgiven. Be filled with hope, believing in the power of the risen Christ to bring 

you to new life. Rejoice and believe.  

Amen. 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”         #8 

                  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold, the King of glory waits;  

                    The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here!                
                         Please be seated following the Sung Response 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Sung In Unison)                                         Lay Leader 

        Never question the truth of what you fail to understand,  

              for the world is filled with wonder.    

       Never question the truth of what you fail to understand,  

            for the world is filled with wonder.      Music by Chris Shelton, Lyrics by L. Frank Baum 
 

FIRST READING                    Isaiah 11:1–10 (pg. 595) Lay Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                               “Our Hope Is In Emmanuel”                         Victor Johnson 

                                                    Barbara Zacheis: flute 
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH    Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*RITUAL OF THE ADVENT PRAYER CARDS 
Advent Prayer cards are distributed to everyone. 

After filling them out they are dedicated; then you are invited to come forward  
and place yours on the Christmas tree. 

 

SECOND READING                            Romans 15:4–13 (pg. 988-989) 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                                                              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

THE PRESENTATION  
Clerk of Session:  On behalf of the Session, I present this child to receive the sacrament of 

baptism.  By the baptism of his death and resurrection, Christ set us free from sin and 

death and opened the way to eternal life. 

Congregation: We thank you, O God, for the gift of baptism. 

 THE QUESTIONS TO THE PARENTS 

 THE QUESTIONS TO THE SPONSORS 



*THE QUESTION TO THE CONGREGATION (Congregation, please stand) 
 Do you, the members of this congregation, promise to love, encourage, support and 

nurture Gianna in the faith that we have received; supporting her that she might learn 

in all times, and sharing with her the good news of the gospel in all that you do or say, 

so helping her to know and follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? 

 If so, answer “We do.” 

Congregation: We Do. 
 

  THE RENUNCIATIONS 
 

*THE CREED  

Pastor: Together let us confess the faith of the Church. Do you believe in God? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Blessed is your name, O God, and gracious is your constancy. Over the waters, your Spirit 

brooded, and you formed land and sea, sun and moon, animals, birds, plants, and humans.  

You nourish the fields, feed the oceans, and blanket the mountains with water and snow. 

You make your rain fall on the just and the unjust, and fill the air with fog and mist. We give 

you thanks for water. Through waters you made a path for your people. You saved Noah’s 

family, and creatures two-by-two, from the flood. You led Pharaoh’s daughter to pull Moses 

from the river. Parting the waters, you saved your people from slavery. 

Crossing the waters into the promised land, your people found a home. Flowing out of a 

rock in the desert, water delivered your people from death. We give you thanks for water. In 

the River Jordan, John baptized Jesus of Nazareth, who proclaimed a new Reign of God and 

forgiveness from sin. Beside the well, Jesus asked the woman of Samaria for a drink. He 

gave her healing water and new life. Through his death, resurrection, and ascension, he 

sends us out: “Go into all the lands, baptizing.”  

Because your saints in every age have washed your servants for life abundant in your triune 

name, we give you thanks for water. 



Living water, river of life, font of hope, receive our praise for wind and rain, for creatures 

and trees, for hot and cold, for the life-blood of Earth, and for our yearning that this home 

you have made will thrive in your care: 

your waters whole and clean, blue and green, growing what is needed, immersing us for 

lives of thanksgiving, in the name of the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE BAPTISM 

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 

THE ANOINTING 

THE WELCOME 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
 

*HYMN                                                “Baptized in Water”                                             #492  
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING                                                                        Syenni Lucas 

MINUTE FOR HOLIDAY MISSION: Adopt a Habitat family       Laura Metallo-Bidon 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

We bear fruit worthy of our repentance when we give our tithes and offerings for the 

well-being of the poor.  
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                  “Come, Be Baptized”                               G. Alan Smith 

PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 

*DOXOLOGY  #592 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We give you thanks, Holy One, for all good things: 

for this universe and for Earth itself, for creatures and plants, for water and food, 

for light and darkness; for Jesus, our brother, who enlarged our vision,  

setting himself before us as the bread and wine of abundant life; 

and for the Holy Spirit, who comes to us in baptism and moves in our midst with 

the power to lead us to you.  Turn our offerings to your good will, and turn us 

always to you in gratitude.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*CLOSING HYMN                      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                      #8                      

*BENEDICTION 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE            “Grace, Love and Fellowship”               Tom Fettke 
                                                                                                      

*POSTLUDE                       “Finale from Christmas Sonatina”                       Carl Reinecke   


