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CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2019

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME FOR SILENT MEDITATION 7:45-8 PM
PRELUDE “Romance, Op. 50,” Beethoven & “A Medley of Carols”

Urara Mogi: violin

GREETING Lay Leader
WELCOME

INTROIT “Sing With Joy! The Child Is Born!” Hans Leo Hassler

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Christ is born!
Alleluia!
Jesus is among us!
Alleluia!
Shout with joy, give thanks, and sing!
Christ is born!

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE The Witte Family

*OPENING PRAYER
On this day, Gracious Lord, you come to us as Word, as light, as flesh.
Teach us to know you so well that our lives may befriend this world
you have made,
in the name of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” #31

*LITANY OF CONFESSION AND PRAISE
Even on this day of celebration, let us come before the Holy One of Israel
confessing our sins with contrite hearts, so that we may not deceive
ourselves, but instead know the truth of our forgiveness.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy Incarnate God,
by the light of your goodness and mercy, our failing to see your true
light is clear:
we have not loved you, we have not loved our neighbors,
we have not loved ourselves.
Our feet have not brought good news to the poor
nor have our voices defended Earth and its creatures and plants.
Forgive us, blind us with your holy honesty, so that we may more
clearly see your will, and walk with sure steps into the way of
wholeness and peace. Amen.

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
People of God, beloved of the Holy One,
in Christ Jesus, God has blessed all creation and called you to truth.
In Christ’s name, I proclaim forgiveness for all your sins.
From this day forth, let your lives be given to the light,
so that all the world will know the power of rebirth through Christ,
Our Lord.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) Lay Leader
By the light of the Holy Spirit shining in our midst,
open our hearts and minds, O God, to your Word,
present now and always for the sake of your holy name. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 52:7-10 (pg. 633) Lay Leader
Leader: This is the word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

ANTHEM “O Holy Night” arr. John Leavitt

SECOND READING John 1:1-14 (pg. 922)
Leader: This is the word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—The Nicene Creed (pg. 15)

*HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #41

(The Congregation may be seated after the Hymn)

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
For the sake of those in need, for the care of the church in proclaiming
Christ’s birth,
and for all that God calls us to do, let us gather our tithes and offerings.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Meditation, from Thais” Jules Massenet

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received.
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
These gifts, O God, are first from you,
signs of your bounty meant for all your children.
We joyously give you thanks for all that we have and are
and ask your blessing on our offerings.
Turn our lives to your will as we receive and as we give,
for the sake of your Son, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

THE COMMUNION

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion by Intinction whereby the bread
is dipped into the cup, and the two elements are taken together.  We will come to the
table row by row up the center aisle and receive the elements from the one loaf and
cup.  We will then return down the side aisles.
All who have been baptized, and who trust Jesus as the Christ are welcome to come
to this Table, regardless of church membership or affiliation.

INVITATION TO THE EUCHARIST



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is good to give you thanks, O God, source of abundant life; through Jesus
Christ your eternal Word who creates all things by the working of your Spirit.
For he is the reflection of your glory, the very imprint of your being.
In him you have become one with us that we might become one with you. And
so we raise our voices with saints and angels
and all creation in joyful praise to you singing,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of goodness and life,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and wondrous God, long ago you spoke to our ancestors in many and
various ways.
And in these last days you have spoken to us in your Word made flesh, Jesus,
who proclaimed your dream of peace. He gave himself for our weary world,
accepting death so that we might live, and held our darkness deep within
until through cross and grave and empty tomb he set us free for love.
On the night before he died for us our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, Take, eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them and said, Drink this all of you.
This is my blood poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.
And so we proclaim the mystery of faith:



Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Recalling his death and resurrection, and longing for his coming in glory
we offer you these gifts of bread and wine, and our lives in thanks and praise.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us the body and
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Pour out your Spirit upon us that we might
be a people of grace and truth, bearing good news of joy in every season.
And bring us at the last with Mary and Joseph, and all your saints
to that vision of eternal splendor for which you have created us.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by him, with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise. Amen.
Let us pray the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying, Our Father….

(sins, sins against)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We are filled with joy for we have heard good news of great joy.
We are filled with love for we have tasted the sign of God's great love.
We are filled with hope for the angels still sing in our world
and there is a Light for us to follow. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” #60
(During the hymn, our candles will be lit from the Christ Candle,

and we will sing in the glow and warmth of this light.)

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

* * * * * * * * *


