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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 1, 2019 

 
*All who are able are invited to stand.   
 

 

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION    10:55-11 AM 

PRELUDE                                “Now Tell Us, Gentle Mary”                              Cesar Franck 
 

GREETING                                                                                                            Lay Leader 

 WELCOME 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT                                         “O Come, Lord Jesus”                      Dietrich Buxtehude 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                               Mark and Barbara Zacheis 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  

that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths. 

 Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)                                                   

God of glory, we know that you are coming at an unexpected hour.  

Come to us now, in spirit and truth. 

Take us up into your presence, and make us ready for your reign of peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN                                     “People, Look East”                                   #12 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                   Lay Leader 

You know what time it is: Now is the time to wake from sleep. Salvation is near!  

Let us confess our sin. 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 

God of night and day, there is no shadow that can conceal our sin from you  

and no secret that you will not bring to light.  

For our reveling and drunkenness, forgive us, O God. 

For our debauchery and licentiousness, forgive us, O God 

For our quarreling and jealousy, forgive us, O God.  

O God, forgive us our sins, renew us in love, and teach us to live in a way 

that brings honor and glory to your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively)                                                     Lay Leader 

Beloved, in your baptism you were bathed in light and clothed with grace.  

Therefore, put on the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Know that you are forgiven, and live in peace. 

     Amen. 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE         “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”    #8 

                  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, Behold, the King of glory waits;  

                    The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here!                
                               Please be seated following the Sung Response 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Sung In Unison)                                      

 Never question the truth of what you fail to understand,  

             for the world is filled____ with wonder.   

     Never question the truth of what you fail to understand,  

            for the world is filled____ with wonder.                          
                                                                           Music by Chris Shelton, Lyrics by L. Frank Baum 

FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 2: 1-5 (pg. 587)                            Lay Leader 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                             “Creation Will Be at Peace”                           Anna Laura Page   
 

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH              Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

SECOND READING                             Matthew 24: 36-44 (pg. 859-860) 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                                                            Dr. Knight-Whitehouse 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Nicene Creed          (Ecumenical) pg. 15                                                                     
                                                                                                  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 

*HYMN                                  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                    #2  

 

MINUTE FOR DEACONS                                                                     Howard Whitehouse 

MINUTE FOR HOLIDAY GIVING                                                    Laura Metallo-Bidon 
  

 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                                                 

Come with gratitude and joy to the table of the Lord.   

Bring the works of your hands and the gifts of your lives as an offering of praise. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS  

OFFERTORY                       “Breath of Heaven (Mary's Song)”                          Amy Grant 

PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate 
*DOXOLOGY     #592 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have built us up in faith and bound 

us together in love. By your grace, may all that we do show the glory of your name 

and serve the good of your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(using “sins” and “those who sin against us”) 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.  You call all people to follow your paths of 

justice and peace, beating their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

In the light of your holy Word we look for the day when nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, or learn war anymore. Therefore, with the entire company of heaven, and 

with your people on earth who live in this hope, we praise you and join in the never-ending 

hymn: 

 
Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, for he is Immanuel, God with us. 

Fulfilling the expectations of the prophets he healed the blind and the lame, cleansed the 

lepers, opened the ears of the deaf, raised the dead, and brought good news to the poor.    



Through his life, death, and resurrection you manifest your new covenant with humankind,  

and through the church of his disciples you give testimony to the power of your salvation for 

the world.  For on the night he was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

When the supper was over, he took the cup and gave thanks, saying, Drink this, all of you.   

This is my blood of the new covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.   

Do this is in remembrance of me. 

Therefore in remembrance of all your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we give ourselves in 

praise and thanksgiving as a living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for the world as 

we declare: 

 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you, and on these gifts of bread 

and wine.  Let the bread we break be a true fellowship in the body of Christ. 

Let the cup we share be a true participation in the new covenant in his blood. 

By your Spirit empower us to be Christ for the world, serving in his name until the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,  

all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

THE COMMUNION 

Members of the congregation are invited to receive and eat the bread individually, then 
to hold the cup, so that we may all drink together.  All who have been baptized, and who 
trust Jesus as the Christ, are welcome to this table, regardless of church membership or 
affiliation. 

 

THE BREAD IS SERVED: 

The Bread of Heaven. 
 

THE CUP IS SERVED:  

The Cup of Salvation. 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: (Unison) 

Holy God, as we wait the coming of your Son our savior this Advent season, give 

us the will to turn to you.  May this meal be for us a sign of the inbreaking of 

your reign among us, and may we be strengthened to prepare his way.  In the 

name of Jesus, the one who was, who is, and is to come.  Amen. 

 



*CLOSING HYMN                    “All Who Love and Serve Your City”                        #413 

 

*BENEDICTION                  

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE             “Grace, Love and Fellowship”             Tom Fettke 

*POSTLUDE                                    “The Italian Pipers”                              Charles Gounod  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 


