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16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 29, 2019

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 10:55-11 AM
PRELUDE “Spirit of God/ O Breath of Life” arr. C. Berry
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT “Holy Spirit, Come to Us” W. A. Mozart

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
We come, for God gathers us here, with that community called faith:
where the hungry are served first,
where the thirsty drink life's water.
We come, for God welcomes us here into that home called grace:
where the naked are clothed in robes of hope;
where the stranger is embraced as the long-lost prodigal.
We come, for God reunites us here, sisters and brothers in that family
called love:
where the imprisoned model justice, where the sick are cradled in
God's peace.

Thom Shuman

*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
Your love, O God, is an active love:
engaged,
involved,
immersed.
Your love, O God, is seen in what you do, not just in what you say:
in the blessing of children,
in the meals with outcasts,
in the touching of the untouchable,
in your presence, and your self-giving,
in your opening of the way to life to all who will come;



And your love, O God, is expressed through people like us:
as we share our wealth in simplicity and generosity;
as we share wholeness in care and healing of the sick and broken;
as we share hospitality by being truly present to the lonely,
the imprisoned and the marginalized; as we share peace in kindness,
listening and acceptance with those who challenge us, confront us
and threaten us.
As you have loved us in incarnate action, O God,
may we learn to be little incarnations through whom your love is
expressed and experienced in action. Amen.

John van de Laar

*OPENING HYMN “Crown Him With Many Crowns” #151

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
God promises forgiveness to all who turn to God. Let us confess our sins
before God and our sisters and brothers.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
We name you gracious Master and our God,
Great Redeemer and King.
You offer us the kingdom, Lord Jesus;
a realm where the hungry are fed, the thirsty are given something to
drink; and the homeless are housed,
You offer us a realm where those who are shivering are clothed,
the sick are visited, those in prison hear good news.
We wonder how we are to receive such a gift:
Will you require of us more than what we are already doing?
Will you judge us for what we have done and what we have left
undone?
Will you leave us out of your community of salvation?
In your great love and mercy, move us beyond fear;
move us beyond guilt; move us beyond our anxious worry.
Move us deeper into your surprising grace;
Heal the blindness that does not see you when you come to us in
distressing disguise. Set us free from serving lesser gods.



Most of all, form in us the mind of Christ, so that we see the world
through your eyes, so that our hearts are broken by the things that
break your heart, and so that we delight in the things that delight
you, and you create in us courage enough not to duck.
We ask in your life-giving name.

Christine Jerrett

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
Hear and believe the Good News!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #577
“Glory Be to the Father”

Please be seated following the Sung Response

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may
hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

FIRST READING Jeramiah 29: 10-14 (pg. 677) Lay Leader
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Praise God of All Creation” Pergolesi
Barbara Zacheis: flute

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Matthew 25:31-46 (pg. 861)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Apostles Creed



*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “When a Poor One” #407

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYER CARDS Please fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
OFFERTORY “In the Sweet By and By” J. P. Webster
*DOXOLOGY #592

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray that our love of God may become real and tangible in our
love of our neighbor.
(pause)
God, you display your almighty power in loving us without regret.
In the human heart of Jesus your Son you have shown us how far love
can go.
Give us a love that is forgiving, generous and gentle like his,
that we may recognize and welcome him in our brothers and sisters.
And may our hearts reach out first to the poorest and the least lovable,
with the gratuitous love you have given us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “All Who Love and Serve Your City” #413

* CHARGE “Christ Has No Body” – Teresa of Avila
Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet
but yours. Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ
must look out on the world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go
about doing good. Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His
people.

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Franz Liszt
*POSTLUDE “Courante” Handel


