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9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 11, 2019

*All who are able are invited to stand.

TIME OF SILENT MEDITATION 9:55-10 AM
PRELUDE “Simple Gifts” Joseph Brackett
GREETING Lay Leader

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively) Lay Leader
Leader: Come let us go to the mountain of the LORD,

that we may walk the path of the Most High.
People: That we may beat our swords into ploughshares,

and our spears into pruning hooks.
Leader: We gather today in remembrance of all those killed or harmed by

gun violence in Texas and Ohio just this week.
People: We mourn the loss of 30,000 of our brothers and sisters,

killed by guns in our country this year.
Leader: We are a nation at war with ourselves,

a people who have forgotten who we are.
People: We gather today to remember that we are each a child of

God. We gather to claim our belonging to each other
and our commitment to living the way of God’s peace.

Leader: Come let us go to the mountain of the LORD,
that we may walk the path of the Most High.

People: That we may beat our swords into ploughshares,
and our spears into pruning hooks.

Leader: Neighbor shall not lift up gun against neighbor.
Neither shall they learn violence any more.

All: And none shall be afraid,
for the mouth of the LORD of Hosts has spoken.



*OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)
Gracious God,
Inspire us with the gift of shalom,
the gift of wholeness and the promise of your presence.
Give us wisdom to seek nonviolence
as an answer to the violence of our lives and world.
Give us courage to seek wholeness in a fractured and divided world,
to find reconciliation rather than revenge,
to abandon the instruments of violence and death
and entrust our lives, our homes and our families to you.
May your presence fill us and others with the thirst for unity,
wholeness, and the desire to see all people valued
as created in your image.
May we and others receive your Shalom
that we might be faithful instruments of your love. Amen.
(Adapted from Episcopal Peace Fellowship, “Gift of Shalom”)

*OPENING HYMN “Holy, Holy” #140

*CALL TO CONFESSION Lay Leader
By the rivers of Babylon— there we sat down and there we wept when we
remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps.
For there our captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for
mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?
(Psalm 137: 1-4)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsively)
Written for Martin Luther King Day by Rev. Mark Koenig for the Presbyterian
Peacemaking Program
One: Over 30,000 Americans die by guns each year in the United States.
Many: And we grieve.
One: An average of ninety people are killed by guns every day, including
ten children.
Many: And our hearts break.
One: Guns kill some 1,000 people each day in the developing world.
Many: And we mourn.



One: An American child is twelve times more likely to die by a gun than are
the children who live in all twenty-five industrialized nations combined.
Many: And we weep.
One: The annual economic cost of gun violence in America is estimated to
be at least $100 billion. Medical costs, decimated families, the court system,
our jails and prisons, and security measures in airports, schools, and public
buildings all contribute to this sum.
Many: And sorrow sweeps over us.
One: Since John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963, more Americans
have died by gun fire within our own country than American servicemen and
women who were killed in all our wars of the 20th century.
Many: And we pray.
One: Faced with gun violence,
Many: We grieve for those who are killed and those whose lives are
forever changed; we seek to comfort for those who have lost loved ones;
We pray for a change of heart for those who resort to violence.
One: Faced with gun violence, may we
Many: Educate; Organize; Advocate;
And in all the ways we can, work for that day when guns and weapons
of destruction are transformed into instruments of healing.
One: May it be so.
Many: May we so do.

*MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsively) Lay Leader
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven,
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Please be seated following the Assurance of Pardon

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (In Unison)
Come, Holy Spirit;
when we become stubborn and unbelieving,
open hearts to receive your Word,
then set us free to follow in the power of Christ’s love. Amen.



FIRST READING Luke 12:32-40 (pgs. 905-906) Lay Leader
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Blessed Assurance” arr. Ken Bauer
Jane Craig Sebok: French horn

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

SECOND READING Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 (pg. 586)
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Lord, Have Mercy” Dr. Knight-Whitehouse

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) The Apostles Creed
(Traditional) p. 14

Please come forward to write a message of support and hope that will be sent to
Tres Rios in Texas and the presbytery of Miami Valley in Ohio.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Minister:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

*HYMN “If We Just Talk of Thoughts and Prayers” see insert #335

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Jesus calls us to travel light as we serve the world, for God is our strength and
provision. Let us faithfully bring our offerings to God.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “Andante” W. A. Mozart
PRAYER CARDSPlease fill out and place your Prayer Card in the offering plate
*DOXOLOGY #592
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)

Divine Giver, all that we have is a gift from you, and your grace is our
sufficiency. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may
increase your blessing to others, through the grace and mercy of
Christ. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “May the God of Hope” #432
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE “Prayer” Beethoven


